
Celebrate balance in the month of May
with Universal Paints’ Range of Neutrals

Universal Paints
COLOUR OF THE MONTH

MAY

NEUTRAL COLOURS CAN BE DEFINED AS THOSE COLOURS TO WHICH YOU 
CAN'T GIVE A DEFINITE COLOUR NAME. THESE COLOURS INCLUDE BEIGE, 
CREAM, IVORY, WHITE, BROWN AND NATURAL WOOD. 

These colours can be light, medium or dark, or a contrasting combination of 
dark and light. The best description of neutral is natural, with these colours 
appearing often in nature. Examples can be seen in the trunks of dead trees, 
the bark of most trees, and in the dried stalks and vines of other plants which 
have been bleached by the effect of the sun, in driftwood on the beach and 
in various timbers.

Neutrals create a cozy atmosphere and bring a sense of sanctuary. They 
diffuse the stresses of the world, offering restoration and balance, something 
we could all use a little more of. But beyond their neutrality, neutrals can be 
powerful.  They are the canvas on which to showcase bolder work. 

THE ALL-NEUTRAL ROOM

If you are going for an all-neutral look, layer different hues of the 
same colour for a classy and sophisticated look. Follow the 
suggestions of paint chip families to choose colours that are 
harmonious. Choose a lighter shade for the walls, with darker 
upholstery. Choose an area rug in a colour that complements 
the wood flooring but also is just a shade darker than the walls, 
so the furniture stands out; choose the same colour if you prefer 
carpeting. Tie the room together with accessories that include 
some or all of the shades you have used. This colour scheme 
combines multiple shades of the same colour to make a warm 

statement within this understated room.

“ Follow the suggestions of paint 
chip families to choose colours that 

are harmonious.”

Neutrals can be used in decor in two basic ways, either as a soft, neutral 
quiet look or as background colours for dramatic accents. If you wish to 
change this neutral atmosphere, just add some colour to change it. You 
can still keep the neutrals for floors and walls but add colour in your 
accessories, such as furniture, cushions, floor rugs, paintings and other 

colourful, decorative items.

NEUTRAL COLOURS IN YOUR BEDROOM, BATHROOM OR LIVING ROOM

Bedrooms should be for relaxing, and using neutral tones can be the 
perfect start for a serene design. In the context of interior design, neutral 
means without colour. When decorating you bedroom, bathroom or 
living room, note that neutrals have underlying tones. For example, 
beige might have an undertone of pink, tan or gold. White might be 

slightly ivory, yellow, bluish or peachy. 


